Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 11th April, 2012 at 7.30 pm

Cathaoirleach: 
      Councillor Michael Farrelly
Other Members:
Councillors: Dolores Minogue, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty,  Finnan McCoy, Leonard Hatrick


       Officials:
      Joe McGuinness, Town Manager

Miriam Roe, Town Clerk

Padraig Judge,  Senior Executive Engineer

Apologies:
Cllr Padraig McKenny, Cllr Mary Kavanagh, Cllr Fintan Malone

---------------------------------------

J McGuinness welcomed Padraig Judge, Senior Executive Engineer to the Mid Louth Area and introduced him to the Members.
Sean O’Reilly was thanked unanimously for his contribution to the Area and at the Council meetings.  
MINUTE 23/12

Minutes

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 14th March,  2012 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.

MINUTE 24/12
Matters Arising

Cllr McGeough asked if minute 22/12 could be amended to read Local Contractors where indicated.

Cllr Farrelly asked for confirmation of names of those travelling to Nettuno.  Neither Cllr Hatrick nor Cllr McGeough are travelling.  Cllr Minogue stated that it was possible that she and Cllr Kavanagh might travel.  
MINUTE 25/12
Annual Financial Statement

The AFS was passed on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr Hatrick.
B Woods ran through the AFS which had been previously circulated.  It was stated that whilst there was an overspend in some areas, there was a total under spend of €6,700.00.  This was approved as per page 3 of 5 of AFS 2011 on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr Hatrick.

Cllr McGeough asked if Cllrs Expenses could be changed to Remuneration.

MINUTE 26/12
Licensing of Street Furniture

J McGuinness circulated a discussion document regarding the licensing of street furniture.  He asked that the members consider its contents, and not dwell too much on the pricing, which was just included as information from the Planning and Development Act.  This will be included as an item on the May agenda.

A brief discussion followed regarding some of the items contained therein.  It was agreed by the Members not to circulate this document until it was properly discussed at the May meeting.
MINUTE 27/12
Planned Works
P Judge gave a brief overview of works, stating that installation of the picnic table in Fairgreen should be completed in the coming weeks.  He also discussed the roadworks programme and requested any suggestions for new footpaths in the town.
Cllr Tenanty requested that the sign for the Jumping Church be re-instated.  Cllr McCoy asked if it could have the two names of Black Road/Jumping Church.

Cllr Hatrick asked if the manhole in Irish Street at Irish Harp be fixed.

Cllr Minogue asked if a reminder letter could be sent to HSE regarding Health Centre on Kells Road.

MINUTE 28/12
Notice of Motion – Other Councils

· Carrick on Suir Town Council -  Supported

· Ballina Town Council – Supported but amended to read

‘That this Council calls on the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, to cap the wage structure of any broadcaster receiving a subvention from the Television licence fee at €100,000”

· Clonmel Borough Council – Noted
Cllr Tenanty noted that most Town Councils supported Ardee Town Councils notice of motion regarding scrapping of the €100 household charge until a more equitable solution could be found. 
He told the members that he is being approached by people who are not exempt, they are working but do not have the means to pay as they are struggling to pay mortgages, utility bills, etc.   He suggested that an amendment be made to Cllr Hatricks original notice of motion, calling on the government to re-think this tax and take into consideration all of these circumstances when rolling out the amended charge.  
This was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Hatrick and seconded by Cllr Farrelly.
MINUTE 29/12

Correspondence
· Mr Fergus O’Dowd T.D. – St Josephs Hospital  - read
· Mr Phil Hogan, T.D. – Septic Tank Charge - read
· Dr James Reilly, T.D. – St Josephs Hospital - read
· NFLA – Seminar on 20th April, 2012 – read
· Ardee Community School – Riverside Walk – 
Cllr Tenanty suggested that ATC develop an initiative to Improve our Town, starting with a clean up at the Riverside Walk area.  It was agreed by all the Members to invite the Ardee Active Retirement group, Tidy Towns and also the Ardee Community School Students Council to take part.  A date was set for Saturday 28th April at 11.00am.  
MINUTE 30/12

A.O.B

Workshop – J McGuinness informed the Members that a workshop had been arranged for Tuesday 24th April at 6.00pm.  This would be facilitated by Andrew Mawhinney of the Dundalk Town Centre Management Office. Terms of reference will be set out prior to this. 

Muck on Roads – Cllr Hatrick asked what can be done regarding muck on roads out of hours and weekends.  P Judge informed the members that if it was a serious problem there was an out of hours number.

Lands for Scouts – Cllr Minogue asked if J McGuinness had progressed any further with sourcing lands suitable for camping in Ardee.  JMcG to revert.

Ramps on Mullenstown Road/ Ferdia Park Area  – Cllr McCoy asked if  ramps could be installed along Fairgreen/Golf Club / Mullenstown Road to help reduce traffic speed in this area.

Cllr McGeough questioned if ramps were the solution and suggested that it be put on the agenda for the next JPC.  A letter should also be sent to the Gardai regarding speeding in the area.

Bottle Bank on Drogheda Road  -  Cllr Farrelly asked who was responsible for removing bottles etc from this area as it was overflowing before Easter.  Town Clerk informed the members that Environment were responsible and had been informed regarding this problem.
Tidy Towns – Ardee Tidy Towns letter requesting support was discussed.  IT was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McCoy and Seconded by Cllr Tenanty that a donation of €3,000 should be made towards the enhancement of the Dundalk Road Roundabout and that a sign acknowledging Ardee Town Council’s donation should be placed on the roundabout.

This concluded the meeting:

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________




Chairman

